






Navy & WhiteStudent Athlete Spotlight:  Jillian Sturm

Concordia Grad Uses Athletics
to Bond Across Cultures 
	 At a quiet 5-foot-2 inches, it’s hard to think Jillian Sturm can 
leave a big initial impression at a first quick glance. But the former 
Concordia University soccer standout can leave a sizable and 
lasting imprint. 
	 She has. On two continents.
	A  self-described shy kid when first stepping foot on Concordia’s 
campus in 2001, Sturm was introduced to her future playing mates 
in a beginning-of-the-year meeting that included each player 

announcing a goal for the upcoming season. Going around 
the room, one of the last respondents was Sturm, an outside 
midfielder from Sandpoint, Idaho, a 6,000-member proud 
town in the northern panhandle of the state. 
	 Sitting comfortably outside the middle of the group, as 
many a freshmen seem to prefer in new settings, she listened 
to a few responses aimed towards having a competitive 
season or playing tough within the conference portion of the 
schedule. When it was her turn to speak, Sturm voiced that 
she wanted to win a national championship. 
 	 It might have been the first words most of the members in 
the room had heard from the rookie’s mouth. 
	T hree months later, Sturm’s declaration was closer than 
predicted for the fledgling program. With the confident 
freshman’s help, the team made its first national tournament 

appearance in the history of the program.
	F ast forward a few years later after which she helped the 
Cavaliers to a 23-game winning streak, consistent top-10 rankings 
and a national championship title match, Sturm found herself 
in another new setting. Thousands of miles away from anything 
familiar, Sturm was once again a freshman needing to make a 
grand entrance.
	T hrough an organization called Project Mercy, Sturm walked on 
foreign soil for the first time in her life, finding herself in Yetebon, 
Ethiopia, a marginal area of land roughly 100 kilometers southwest 
of the country’s capital of Addis Ababa
	 Not more than a full day after arrival, the pre-med major found 
herself in a pick-up game of soccer and instantly became the ‘white 
girl that could play football’.
	 “After that people stopped me everyday or pointed at me and said 
‘football, football’,” Sturm said with a chuckle.
	 It meant more than just a pickup game, for Sturm and her new 
neighbors, it meant a bond. It meant trust and an immediate 
connection to the people she was serving. (Continued on page 33)
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	 As I write this the roses bloom red and pink in my 
backyard as harbingers of full-fledged summer and the 
coming of the annual Rose Festival to Portland.  Each year 
the resurrection of flowers of all types provides renewed 
hope and joy as if to cheer us with truth of Christ’s own 
resurrection on that Easter morn so long ago.  
	 “What is truth?” asked Pontius Pilate sarcastically 
when Jesus had told him that His reason for coming into 
the world was to testify to the truth.  With that Pilate 
released Jesus to the mob so they could crucify him.  
God’s truth has always been difficult to discern clearly.  
It may even be more difficult today.  That is where 
Concordia comes in.  
	 A Christian university like Concordia has a deep 
and abiding responsibility and privilege to challenge 
our students to seek God’s truth in all they study.  Some 
Christian universities, however, share with their students 
the truth as the university faculty and administration see 
it.  A Christian, Lutheran university like Concordia has 
an even greater responsibility and privilege.  Rather than 
teaching our students the truth as we see it, we are called 
to encourage our students to admit to their human frailty, 
to take a humble approach to learning, and to continually 
wrestle with what God’s truth really is.  St. Paul’s words to 
the Corinthians admit the same: “For now we see through 
a glass, darkly; but then face to face: now I know in part; 
but then shall I know even as also I am known.” (I Cor. 
13:11)   
	 God’s truth is absolute.  Our ability to know it is 
not.  That is not an excuse to discourage us from trying 
but rather a prod to search diligently for the truth each 
day.  It is not as if God has left us without tools, of course.          
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He has revealed His truth to us in His word and His 
works: scripture and nature. He has promised His Spirit, 
the “Spirit of truth.”  It is our task to attempt to unlock 
the hidden truths within those revelations guided by that 
Spirit.
	 Science is the human attempt to understand the 
revelation of God in nature.  My old science professor, 
Gilbert Daenzer, likened science to a person who, 
confronted by a locked door, must struggle to find the 
key that unlocks the door.  Once through the door, the 
scientist is immediately exposed to several more doors, 
each of which requires a special key.  The process is never 
ending.  So, too, theology is the human search to open the 
doors of God’s revelation in His word.  As long as humans 
suffer from innate weakness, theology must continue to 
wrestle with the truth.  
	 We are wise to heed the words of Francis Bacon: “To 
conclude, therefore, let no man out of a weak conceit of 
sobriety, or an ill-applied moderation, think or maintain, 
that a man can search too far or be too well-studied in 
the book of God’s word, or in the book of God’s works; 
divinity or philosophy; but rather let men endeavor an 
endless progress or proficiency in both.”  
	 And that’s the truth!

Charles J. Kunert, Ph.D.
Dean, College of Theology, Arts, & Sciences
Professor of Biology

Nailed to the Door provides Concordia staff, faculty, alumni and students 
a forum for editorial comment. This month’s guest writer is Dr. Charles J. 
Kunert, dean of the College of Theology, Arts & Sciences.

What is Truth?
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	 “Sports can break those cultural and communication barriers,” Sturm said.
	T he game helped generate the idea for Sturm to organize a race to help 
raise AIDS awareness, once again using sport to reach out to people in the 
region. This time hundreds of people of all ages showed up to toe the line. 
And most did in fact toe the line, as shoes aren’t exactly at the top of the list 
of needs for people that can survive for a year off of what Americans spend on 
a typical dinner date.   
	 “I read a lot and watched a few documentaries,” Sturm said. “But that level 
of poverty is something you can’t grasp until you see it firsthand.” 
	 It didn’t matter to the smiling faces that day. Barefooted, several sailed 
their way for over six miles, at under five-minutes per mile pace. Accustomed 
to a two-hour walk to class, eight-year olds bypassed the ‘kiddie’ fun-run of 
two miles and entered the 10-kilometer event. 
	H elping out wherever she could, be it teaching or helping with basic care, 
Sturm found out quickly that there is more than one way that people seeking 
help in Africa look different than most people arriving at hospitals in the U.S.  
	 “Patients traveled for hours, days and even weeks to get treatment,” Sturm 
said. “Some were carried in baskets.”
	 It’s a journey they don’t take unless there is an absolute need. Sturm 
realized they need more help.  
	A fter four months spent in another land, Sturm found herself back on a 
plane heading home. Before touching down, she had already decided it wasn’t 
about if she was going to make it back, but when she would make it back. It 
turns out that date is June 5, 2007, for another two 
months of time spent in Yetebon. Two months of 
education before returning to start medical school 
at the University of Washington in the fall. 
	 “I knew I was going to be changed, Sturm said. 
“Two years later, you can’t just forget about Africa. 
Not when you meet the people.”
	 Back with Project Mercy, Sturm hopes to make 
an even greater impact on the villages. As her 
first experience focused on teaching sciences and 
English amongst other things, this journey she 
hopes to help the area grow in ways to help the 
prevention of many of the things that people suffer 
from in Africa.
	 “It’s extraordinary what Jillian has done,” her former head coach Grant 
Landy remarked. “It makes me proud to say that she came from our program 
and is now taking on challenges bigger than herself.”
	T he thought is that she would ultimately like to be involved with long-term 
community plans like providing better opportunities for literacy, clean water 
and public health. Sturm doesn’t like to think small and if past goals and 
introductions are any indication, pretty soon she’s going to making some 
more lasting impressions.
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The unprecedented opportunity to use an IRA as a resource for giving expires at the end of 2007.  

Individuals who are at least 70 1/2 years of age have only a few more months to withdraw up to 

$100,000 from their IRA to contribute to Concordia University without a tax penalty.

Gifts to Concordia University create a legacy that lasts beyond a lifetime.  To find out more, 

consult your IRA administrator and accountant then contact Andrea Bruno of the Concordia 

University Foundation at (503) 280-8505 to hear how a withdrawal from your IRA will help 

transform the education of tomorrow’s leaders.

Last chance to invest in the education of 
students without a tax penalty.

[  C h aritab      l e  I R A  R o l l o v e r s   ]
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